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SEA LAMPREY CONTROL PROGRAM 
 
WHEREAS, the Great Lakes fishery is one of the most important fishery resources in North America, 
yielding tremendous recreational and environmental benefits, and economic benefits of more than 4.0 
billion dollars annually (including 75,000 jobs); and 
 
WHEREAS, the current vibrant condition of the Great Lakes fishery is founded on a scientifically sound 
program to control the abundance of the non-indigenous, parasitic sea lamprey; and 
 
WHEREAS, the future of the sea lamprey control program and the Great Lakes fishery is threatened by a 
2.6 million dollar shortfall in funding in 1992 being provided to the Great Lakes Fishery Commission by 
the parties to the convention on Great Lakes Fisheries, the Federal Governments of the United States 
and Canada; and 
 
WHEREAS, without adequate funding the Great Lakes Fishery Commission will be unable to fulfill its sea 
lamprey control mission as established in the convention on Great Lakes Fisheries; as a result 
populations of the non-indigenous, parasitic sea lamprey will expand, decimating stocks of 
recreationally and economically important fishes, and precluding restoration of the native lake trout and 
causing the people of the United States and Canada to suffer annual economic harm of more than 3.0 
billion dollars as well as the loss of thousands of jobs; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, 
assembled at its annual meeting in Toledo, Ohio, strongly supports the efforts of the Great Lakes 
Committee of the Whole, composed of the directors of natural resource agencies of the eight Great Lakes 
States and the Province of Ontario, working with the Great Lakes Fishery Commission to secure 
adequate funds from the Federal Governments of the United States and Canada to implement a sea 




Adopted September 11, 1992 
Toledo, Ohio 
 
